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exceedingly small, their work is of high character. Special mention 
ought to be made, even in this brief review, of the very worthy contri¬ 
bution on “Psycho-physical methods’’ by Prof. H. H. Donaldson, and 
the article on the temperature of the cerebrum, byj. S. Lombard, as 
well as the excellent resume by Prof. Jastrow of what has been done in 
reaction-time experiments among the same. Spain has no representa¬ 
tive at all, Russia, Belgium, Holland and Denmark but one each. Italy, 
with all her high grade work of recent years, has but two. 

As a part of the introduction, the book contains an essay on 
“ Philosophy of Mind ” by W. C. Coupland. This essay is a burden to 
the book and in no sense a redeeming feature. It is metaphysical in its. 
style, ana wholly at variance with the spirit of modern psychology and 
the laboratory methods which have thrown so much light on some of the 
most perplexing problems of mental pathology. It is also unfortunate 
that the wood-cuts are so few, and that some of these are so poorly ex¬ 
ecuted. Another matter to be deeply regretted is that so long a time 
elapsed between the preparation of some of the articles and their appear¬ 
ance in print. A few already need revision in order to have a strictly 
up-to-date color. Though these defects of the book are at times very 
aggravating, yet in justice it must be said that they do not seriously mar 
the treatise as a whole. Take it all in all, the work is a strong one, rich 
in its suggestiveness, forming an elaborate and valuable contribution to 
the literature of medical psychology. It commends itself especially on 
account of its terminology which is thoroughly modern, and also because 
of its clear definitions. It is very reliable as a work of reference, not 
only to experts in mental diseases but to the student of psj chology in 
any of its branches, and also to the profession generally. It certainly 
fills a want long felt by those who have been called upon to deal with 
neuropathic cases in the course of their ordinary practice, and it is a 
boon in that, in a large measure, it brings into focus the widespread 
literature ot the subject in a manner that betokens the editor’s zeal, 
ability and broad learning. W. O. K. 

Illustrations of the Nerve Tracts in the Mid and 
Hind Brain, and the Cervical Nerves Arising 
Therefrom. By Alexander Bruce, M.A., M.D., F. 
R. C. P. Ed., Fellow of the Royal Society, Edinburgh; 
Lecturer on Pathology in the School of Medicine; 
Assistant Physician (formerly Pathologist) Edin¬ 
burgh Royal Infirmary; Pathologist to the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh. Edinburgh 
and London. Young I. Pentland. 1892. 

The title does not suggest all that is contained in this brilliant 
work. We have before us an atlas of 27 plates, treating the anatomy of 
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the brain stem from the medulla up to the mid-brain. The plates are 
made after sections of foetal brains, which, with the Weigert stain, 
give very distinct pictures of the various tracts. The execution in colors 
is perfect, and the drawings give an infinitely clearer idea of the micro¬ 
scopical aspect of the sections than photographs could possibly do. 
Each plate is accompanied by a very short and precise definition and 
description of the parts of the section. The student of brain-anatomy 
will use them with great profit. 

Besides the didactic value the work has another important feature. 
In the plates, and more especially in the introductory chapters, there is 
a complete review of what has been obtained with Flechsig’s method by 
the author himself, and by other investigators. The text, containing 27 
explanatory diagrams, is very important and useful especially for the 
advanced student, and for those making original research. The litera¬ 
ture of the development of the medullary sheaths of the various tracts is 
parti}' out of print and so scattered that we are much indebted to Dr. 
Bruce for his careful review. 

We miss, to a certain extent, references to the recent views on the 
architecture of the nerve-centres, and to the discrimination between 
different kinds of nuclei with regard to the theory of neurons and the 
experiments of v. Gudden’s school. A thorough discussion of this 
method of anatomical study has no doubt been omitted on purpose. The 
next edition will find the material better prepared for such treatment of 
the subject. This defect will not be of serious consequence, as the chief 
importance of the work is the reproduction of brain sections such as will 
enable the student to become familiar with the topography of nuclei 
and fibre-tracts, a secondary and equally important feature being the 
description of the result obtained by the study of the development of 
medullary sheaths in the foetus. 

The work will be of great use for the instruction in medical 
schools, the plates being large enough to allow demonstration to a class. 

Adolf Meyer, M.D., Pathologist, Kaukakee. 



